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tion in FEurope - Napoleon's
The Bitus Speedh o0 Pence,

g, ¥, Herald
”;;; :h:pi:ri:l telegram through the Atlantio
eable, dated in Lille, France, Friday aﬂ.a:r-
novn, we were informed that the Emperor Na-
poleon, who met with a temporary delay on
his journey from Arras towards Paris, appeared
on the Bourse of the first npamed city and
addrosged the asseinbled financiers a?.atl !‘glﬂ]prg
on the present aspect of politioal affnirs. Ilis
Majesty said that ihnsginess would progress

certain journais did not exaggerate
r::t:;gﬂf-loﬂ- Ijho e, added the Emperor,
s4hat vommeroce will improve with the cer-
tsinty of peace, and 1 shall do averything in
my power Lo redatablish confidence.”
i‘g city of Lille is perhaps the most im-

o
rtant manufacturing centré in France. Tty
:rougm have to work hard for amall wages.

They are rather poorly housed in orowded
tencments, and mnot overfed at any time,
They are, however, intelligent and of Inde-
ndent minds, and gromble ominonsly when
ma gountry is abont to be disturbed and trade
depressed by war, for the men of Lille have
oomse of Iate to prefer the shuttle to the rifle
or sabre. To such a population it must be
very agreeable to have from the imperial lips
an assurance of the ‘‘certainty of peace,'
accompanied by a promise that their ruler
wounld do avuryl.hixfg in his power to ‘‘re-
blish confidence.™
&t'l"he uge of the words “‘reiistablish confi-
denoca’ leads to the inference that the situa-
tion, as tending to war, had im]n.lred it, and
perhaps the knowledge of this highly import-
ant faot imposed on Napoleon what we may
torm s necesgity for the delivery of the very
t words which our special corres-
pondent transmitted by the cable.
} We learn, indeed, from other sonrces, under
date of Friday, that a more secure feeling
has been created in the mind of the public at
l.lrg'e by the news reports from Paris. Waare
told that Napoleon bas given paciflo assu-
rances to Prussia, and that it is expeoted that
an imperial note will immediately be issned
from the French Foreign office declaring a like
polioy for the empire to the world. Idantical
with this, the -Stuttgart Gazette, the organ of
the King of Wurtemburg, denies that the plan
of a South German Bund was even mentioned
d the Balzburg conference, and it is to be
presumed that the King is accurately informed
on the subject.
What does this mean? Has Napoleon
pounded the feeling of IFrance, and read it

mere acourately since his visit to the camp at
Chalons and the Salzburg conference. Hashe |
measured the strepgth of North Germany
with more care, and estimated the value of a
Bouth German allianee more truly ! Perhaps
he has; and, if so, hiz present professions are
likely to be gincere.

| force, who thus, as “Mayor of the Palage,”
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moval of the More lmiwm%ﬁ-
He thus inan a new struggle, ol
threatens to be a long and bitter one. ;
But why should it? Who is to gain by it!
If the Southern States shall promptly com-
ply with the requirements of Uongross, the
work of reconstriotion may be soon completad.
The machinery is in motion; the registrations
are nearly ocompleted; every State may ba
organized ag Congress presoribes bafors this
year oloses. But if, on the contrary, the South
shall rejeot the terms of Congress, wo are all |
at son for no one knows how long. Meantime,
military rule muast be maintained at the Bouth
at heavy cost, while pence, security and thrift
cannot retarn. The present Congress holds
til March 3, 186 and no one imagines
that it will meantime absndon the course
which it hias already marked out. The Soath
may bhave reconstruction and pesce by aceept-
ing the terms diotated by Congress; it may
reject these, and ¢ling to Johmson if it will:

but, if it shounld, all must await in doabt
and fend the isgne of the next Presidential
contest.

—Who wishes thus to protract a fruitless
strife, a pernicions uncertainty ¥ What is to
be gained thereby ! and who will gain it ?

It the Bouth should now refuse to recon-
struct her States as Congress has presoribad,
she cannot think so badly as she has talked of
military despotism. She will virtually say that
her position is quite tolerable when contrasted
with & form of gelf-government which recog-
nizes and treats blacks as men. To reject the
terms of Congress would be to defy that body
to do its worst.

Lot us have peace !—not seme time nor per-
haps, but surely and soon ! Indusiry and
buginess are weary of waiting while politicians
play out their little game. Leét us have none
other than a real pesoce; but let us have this
surely and soon !

The Fate of the Republic—Deapotism or
Anarchy.

From the N. Y. Herald.

For two years the party which has held the
power has been trying to restors harmony to
the country. For six months the work went
bravely on, and we had hope. The President,
however, backed by a Cabinet created ounly for
evil, and urged on by a rabid rebel faction
whioch appreviates nothing bat force, threw in
the first element of discord, and the political
duel between the Executive and Congress then
had ita birth. The radical faction were
apparently only too happy to pick up the
gauntlet which Mr. Johinson threw to tham.
The contest continued for many months; the
President almost reached out his hand for the
purple. Congress,defeating the effort, has struck
in its turn for a4 military dictatorship. Still
the fight goes on, and the end is not yot. Now,
the stroggle is narrowed down, and argumsnt
almost ceases to be one of its elaments. Now
it is force | Who is to reconstruact the coun-
try, the Congressional or the Execative
power? If the former alone, then we have a
nsurpation and a dictatorial government; if
the latter alone, then liers, too, we have a dic-
tator. Congress undoubtedly intended, in its
late laws, to make General GGrant the focuns of

We must not, however, trust too much to | was to hold Mr. Johnson a nonentity—a
a oes, or place unlimited faith in the | mythical power. The contest between the |
words of the French monarch. Wae recollect | rivals trembles in the brink of open war. In
that on the 1st of January, 1859, the Emperor 1 the mean time they have forgottsn every in-
Napoleon suddenly and openly delivered his | terest of the country; wrecked our finances
war insult to Baron Huebner, the Austrian | and internal improvements; swept the ocean
Minister in Paris, at a levee at the Tuileries. | of onr commerce; marched on in such o mad
A war panic immediately followed, and pre- | party race that nothing save the youthful vigor
wailed with great intensity on the Paris Bourse = of the nation stands the staggering blows
on the days of the 3d and 4th of the month. | dealt against it. It is evident that the pro-
On the Tth of January, thirty thousand Aus- | blem of reconstruction has not been well dealt
irian soldiers had marched for Italy; yet on  with. It was not commenced in a proper
the very same day the Paris Monitexr pub- | manner, and the mending process has leen
lished an article written to “‘soothe the panic.”’ | going on from bad to worse until the sword
A month later, on the 7th of Febrnary, 1850, | alone threatens to cut the knot so stupidly
Napoleon opened the session of the French | entangled. ‘ . .
Legislature with a speech, in which he said : | What are the remedies proposed in this
¢Far ba from us, then, thege false alarms, | crisis? On the part of Congress it is advo-
these unjust suspicions, these interested ap- | cated that the President bs impeached, and

ns, as peace, | hope, will nel be dis- | that the President of the Senate, Mr. Wade,
turbed. Resume, then, calmly the usual | onthe moment and before trial, proceed to
course of your labors, I have explained to = the White House and eject Mr. Johnson by
you the state of onr foreign relations, and this | force if necessary. If General Grant refuses
explanation corresponds with all that L have | to lend himself to the seizing of the Govern-
made known duoring the last two months, both | ment by one of its branches, Le must give
at home and abroad. You will, I flatter my- | place to some general who will not so refuse.
self, find that my policy has never ceased to 'The execulive plan is not inferior in boldness,
be otherwise than firm, but concilistory.” and leang for rtlpgurl upon the Bonaparte

Op the 19th of April the Moniteur had a = method—the overthrow of Congress and the
“pacific’’ article; and yet on the 24th of the absorption of its powers within the Executive
same month the commands of the Fremch —in fact, & dietatorship. In all this tarmoil

were assigned to the marshals, and the the radical organs published thronghout the
Ba

Sk

.

nian frontier was crogsed the next day. country, and especially in this city, know not
Peaoe may now be maintained in Europe; where they stand. They u.n_d the radical
but our readers may not be surprised should = leaders have, like Phaeten, tried to drive the
they hear of war. | chariot of the sun for a day, and, finding the
— task beyond their skill, now require
When Shall We Have Pence® a Jupiter to restore harmony. They have not
From the N. Y, Tribune. vet the boldness to take extireme measures,
The first interest of the American people is  but are tremulously trying to push each other
fos: the seoond—hardly less important, up to the point. Une of their great leaders,
justice; but lh bl l,-—isy i ‘l;-.; uuuti Mr. SBtevens, bolder and more honest than his
and more palpably urgen  mend fellows, frankly avows that Congress hLas at-
to build, and repair, and r"st‘-"“'r-.ﬁ replant. | t.mpted a usurpation of all power—an over-
Vast regions, lately stated by civil war, throw of the Constitution and the establish-
gtill lie waste; multitudes of widows and Jht;;li: nii a revuluu‘unur}' gur»‘arumr‘m. 'I'_ll;»
orphiaus <4 the war, in spite of returning | N80, FRETR, e U U S onth,
abundaw ¥, are thin-clad and famishing. There .4 ench u dread recoil that it wakes the
is much capital at the North which shonld beé ' North tremble; and society, as reconstruoted
trapsferred to the Bouth, and there invested | (}are threatens, by its proconsular system, to
in draining 5“'3111!?5- ‘1“'11111“"&' \&'ildﬁ,'er"l?ll[ll}l: , contaminate the whole nation; threatens to
factories, and making all mumner of uselal | your jts wave of ignorance northward: threat-
wares and fabrics, Something is being done ' uyg the stability of the republio; for this is a
in the ﬂgh;] ‘“”"li’“n; h“trl immensely more | ropregentative government, and intelligence is
awaits the vent of assure [‘Ual:l?- | now in the u“]]nri‘yl
i::: I}?“Si:iuu"‘*]ml“ bes -‘-m;*]“i"‘:;:”"ll 1 a If the conntry is allowed in this way to be
LFresident Johnson called the late Lon- | mude a political football, kicked sud torn by
greas directly on his acoesgion to power, and | i{he narrow ideas of party rule, then we _are |
Baid to it i—”T‘hH ebullion is -.'.11-11':" ; the work to have paught but anarchy ; its atterlant
of reconstruction should begin at once. I | jpternal dissensions: the splitting into frag-
pro such and such bases; consider and | yyents; the overturning of all sooiul progress
modify them as you “hﬂls_hﬂe’[ll —all would | and material development; and, after long
hav¥ been ended ere this, Those who had | jahor and pains that will destroy all that we
been Bﬁbﬂli{ were then ready and anxious for | prize then must come the birth of despotism;
reconatruct on, and prepared to nocept any | yor despotism reaches and culminstes in power,
‘t;nimlitt:t did mot threaten their property or | gide Ly side with rain. To this we march
L 2YORe . rith 800 o ides that few among those
Mr. Johnson did not cgll Congress: he de- :i:{}: ﬂl?(l,:; r?‘t;::&l:;;lllfl:; t;:;w:r“dﬂ':-:: Jf[_:l-y Tlh'
vised and promulgated & programmes of his resuits which they have challenged. There |
o“t.hu hlnd allf tg” ‘anl;: ‘;!';'hi . ?""'il’“t‘*‘l i & but one exit from the maslstrom, and that |
to the plan of Congress, differing from that - " : B s il
Sy i g b Sotiorn ks wh wns | s . U lalgenc, i commos e of |
wmainly loyal, under the feet of the whites QT (PEINe, Ly \ wo Jctic : ¢ Y
ho had nearly all been Rebels, ' | must rise in the coming elections, overturn
'Gongrau at length met, and dissented from | B¢ ¢ ”"“‘“'““f factions, and, basing the Gov-
the President’s programume; but waa quite too | froroebt on lntelligence, not Iguorance, re-
: l’ in perfecting and .'lllhlllillill_s one of its store the I‘t'.}rub“t'.
own, The Bouthern \\‘hil(‘.fﬁ bt'llﬂVi.Ilg t.llﬁy The “__-—_-A thority—A
ware at liberty to choose, adhered to the Pre. ““““.l-u‘:;nl}'f)ﬂ:!‘;.u. s .

gident's play; the blacks, with nearly all whites | Prom the ¥ ¥,
who been loyal thronghout, sided with The dig u:e gm by the Pregident touch-
Congress. Hemce reconstruction halted while | . the pute v J" a
an & was taken to the people of the loyal “:f Powers of the General-in-Chief uuder
] whioh resulted in an overwhelming | 'be Reconstrustion sots is characteristic, and
B for ‘Congrees; which ntot o R i;‘l tho leust degres discreditable. It is another
ite torms of reconstruction, making them ustration of g
fandrable to the ex-Rebels than they bad | orevaits a1 (he ‘gﬂhldlaingammus spirit that
beon. M5 now terms differ radically from the &w s e House in regard to the
old in this: they are not a proffer 0 be cousi- P Congressional enactments.
dered; they are laws 0 be obeyed. And the | Aud it exemplifies the dishonesty of Mr. John-
indieations have been favorable (o general | son in all that he has done or P Tdo
'tmkul . Johneon inte again; and on the subiwet of “""Q_“twgq : under the

existing laws,

new fight with Congress, by suspend-

ppens &

b :
Sgeretary of War, and an{{sring are-  With the help of pettifoggars, it seems, Mr.

Johmten hite discoversd that the Happlomen.
tary mot of the 1 sesdion ia in certain
respeots susooplible of an interpretation favor-
able to his pretensions, By some looseness of
langunge, a prelext is alleged to be afforded
for the opinion that the sot does not eonfer on
(General Grant the plenary powers with which
public opinfon has endowed him. The pre-
vailing idea is that, ander the law, the General
has absolute anthority over the work of re-
pvopstruction—that he is, in fact, its adminig-
trator, clothed with all the powers and attri.
butes essemtial to ite efficiency. The Presi-
dent, however, with Mr. Buchanan's Attornay-
fieneral at his back, ipsists that an exnot ren-
dering of the terms of the law limits Grant's
power to the single question of removals, and
does not authorize him te inatroet the distriot
commanders; that this, one of the vital points
of reconstruoction, remains subject to the order
of the 'regident alone,

KEvidently the diffioulty thus ralsed by Mr,

«Johneon is & mere device to defeat the pur-

pose of the law, and for the time to gain a
factious advantage over Congress. Mr. John-
gon does not pretend, norcan any man pre-
tend, that the version he gives to the law har-
monizes with the intemtions of Congress.
There is no room for difference of opinion a8
to what these intentions were. It is not de-
nied in any quarter that Congress designed to
confer absolute anthority on General Grant—to
invest him with suspensory power ovar the
whole matter—to make him the responsible
administrator and the final judge in all affairs
pertaining to the reconstruction plan. Thess
being the admitted purposes of Congress—
these the admitted ideas conveyed by a broad
and general consideration of the statute—Mr,
Johuson has no right to go beyond or behind
them, and to profit by slight verbal omissions
or vagueness whioh Congress, in its haste,
may have committed. A Five Points lawyer
would be expected to resort to tricks of this
kind. The professional knave who studies
law only that he may frustrate its provisions
would be at liberty to profit by the most
trivial blunder in the wording of an act. But
Mr. Johnson, as the President, ia not privi-
leged to govern the country according to the
notions of the Tombs’ lawyers, or to fight
Congress with weapons furnished by petti-
foggers. His duty is to accept the law ac-
cording to it manifest puarpose—to aoccept
the declared and well-understood objects of
Copgress as the key to the interpretation of
its enactments—and to disregard all laws that
are at variance with their general scope and
aim.

The fact that Mr. Johnson refuses to recog-
nize this condeption of his duty, and prefers
ingtead to obey the promptings of mercenary
adherents and unsorupulous pettifoggers, ia
proof that he ¢an no longer be entrusted with
the administration of the law. The function-
ary who examipes the law simply that he may
bring it to naught, by that circumstance de-
monstrates his unfitness for his office. And
the Executive who assails authority which
Congress intended to make independent of
him, and employs the accidental advantages of
# copstitutional position to pivk holes in mea-
sures formed to provide for the safety and
nunity of the republic, provokes ths exercise
of harsher means of restraint than have yet

| been employed against him.

The President and General Grant.
From the N. Y. Tribune.

An aot of Congress i3 not a riddle to which
ingenfous minds may furnishi a dozen answars.
It is the law of the land, and is as binding
upon the President as npon the humblest eiti-
zen—more binding upon himm because he is
sworn to execute it. In the private ocitizen
evasion may be but a fault: in the public
officer it is a crime. In the highest officer it is
the highest orime, and ignorance of the law
will not avail to shield the P'resident from the
censequences of disobedience. The past is
irrecoverable, but Mr, Johuson may poasibly
atone for it in the fature. We would simply
aek if it is probable that the people will en-

dure for one year and seven months that fatal
and unnecessary war upon the laws which he
vindictively forces upon them ! They ask him
for peace. Are they to forever beg what it is
in their power to command |

The President understands the Reconstruc-
tion law. Of that there is no doubt, for he has
explained it. Wae shall see what that explana-
tion is, The present issne, no longer upon
general principle, is narrowed down to a plain
question of fmct—whethsar the paramount
authority over the Rebel States is given by
Congress to the District Commanders and the
Gieneral of the Army, or to the President. Mr.
Johnson now claims that the law gives him
the anthority: let ns see what he declared
little more than & month ago, in his veto mes.
sage of July 19, “In conclusion,"” said the
President, *'I mnst respectiully ask the atten-
tion of Congress to the consideration of one
more iuestion arising under this bill. It vests
in the Military Commanders, subject only to
the approval of the General of the Army of the
United States, an unlimited power to remove
from office any civil or military officer in each
of these ten Statex: and the further power,
<ubject to the sawme approval, to datail or ap-
point auy military officer or soldier of !the
United Btates to perform the duties of the
oflicer so removed, and to fill all vavancies oc-
vurring in those States by death, resignation,
of otherwise.”” Unlimited power, it will be
obeerved, and not subject to the approval of
the President, but oaly to the approval of the
Gremeral. Mr. Johoson continnes his inter-
pretation of the law : ““ Within a period less
than a year the legislation of Congress has at-
tewpted to strip the executive department of
the Government of some of its essential pow-
ersg,  The Constitution, and the oath provided

| init, devolve npon the President the power

and duty o see that the laws are faithfally
execuled, The Constitution, in order to carry
out this power, gives him the choice of the
agents, and makes them subject to his con-
trol and supervision:; buot in the execu-
tion of these laws the constitutional obligation
upon the President remains, but the power to
exeraise that constitutional duty is affec-
tually taken away, The military commander
i, s to the power of appointment, made to
take the place of the President, and the Grene-
ral of the Armuy the place of the Senate, and
any attempt on the part of the Prealdent to
assert his own copstitutional powers may,
under pretense of Jaw, be met by official in-
subordination. It is to be feared thst these
militnry officers, looking to the anthority given
by thege laws, rather than to the lutter of the
Constitation, will recognize no authority but
the Commander of the District and the Gene-
ral of the Army.”" The power of the Presi-
dent is effectually taken away; the Military
Comwmander takes the place of the President.
Thiz was Mr, Johnion's offieial construction of
the law, and bhe declared expreasly that if the
Executive truat, which he sup to be oon-
stitutionally vested in the President, ‘‘is 10 be
taken from him and vested in asubo e
officer, the responsibllity will be with Cdn-
gress in clothing the subordinates with unofu-
stitutional power, and with the. officer
pasumes its sxercise.’ It was understood
Congress, when this message was rocelv

that Mr. Johnson doolared iy 1f that hs'wounld
yield to the law under pro t is mot forgob-
ton that the enspicion that he would resist
nearly resnlted in his immediate impeaachment,
His construotion of the Constitution is not an
element of the disputs; he has held pearly all
the laws passed by the Thirty-ninth Congreus
unconstitutional, The question is golely one
of understanding of the law, and obedienoe.
UThe remedy,'’ he then sald, “‘must come
from the people themselves,''

But now where does Andrew Johnson aeel
his remedy t  In his own arbitrary power. He
forces his intarpretation of the law upon Gens-
ral Grant, and compals Geant to submit to it.
Graut has the law behind him, Congress to
lesn npon, the President’s own intrepretation
as an argument, the people to sustain him,
you he is overruled by ' Presidential tyranny.
Johnson has admitted that he is not to be the
judge betwoen himsalf and Congress, sdmits
that the lnws are binding till repealed, whethar
constitutional or mot, yet makes himself the
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manding General of the district, setting forth
Lthe ground of sueh refusal or striking from the
1ist: Provided, that no porson shall ve digguali-
fied o a member of any board of reglstration
Ly resion of race or color,

Heotion 6. And be it farther enacted, That the
truoe intent and meaning of the onth presoribed
in rnid supplementary nol 18 (amoog other
things) that no person who hag been & mamber
of ihe Legislature of any Hinle, or who has
held avy executive or judicial office iu any
State, whether ho bas tnkon an osth 10 support
the Constitution of the United Sintos or nol,
and whether he was holding anch offlee af the
commencement of the Rebelllon, or had bheld
It before, and who has afierwards engaged in
lusurrection or rebellion againat the Uunlted
miates, or glven ald snd eomfort to the snemies
thereof, in entitled to be registered or Lo vota,
and the words “exeosutive and judioclal ofMioars
in any State"” in sald onth mentioned, stinll b
construed to luelude all eivil oMoeers created by
law for the administration of any genetral law

that the law gives to the General the altimate
control of appointments. He téars from Grant's
relnotant hands the weapons with which Con-
gress armed him, and usurps all the authority
of which he solemnly proclaimed he had besn
abzolutely deprived.

But was Mr, Johnson's July interpretation
of the law right, so far as he declared that
CUongreas guve the supreme executive power
to the General ! Unguestionably. There may
b verbal looseness in some of the seotions,
but the law itself is plain, Everywhers the
(General of the Army, not tha President, is
pamed as the officer to whom all appeals shall
be made, by whom alone any order may be
di;-‘nppmvec{. And to ssoure by double seourity
the meaning which stood gelf-revealed and
clear a8 the sun, Congress added the eleventh

the President to be issued through the head-
quarters of the General of the Army, made
stationary in Waahington. The question is,
can the General refuse to issue any order
which he is directed to issue by the Presi-
dent? No such authority is conferred on him
in the law by express words; but the Consti-
tution does by axlinms words make the Presi-
dent Commander-in-Chief, an anthority which
would be nullified if the only officer through
whom he can issue orders any choics as to
whether he would obaey.

FURNISHING GOODS, SHIRTS, 48,
F.HOFFMANN, JR.,

section, which declares, ‘‘That all the provi-
gions of this act, and the acts to which this is
supplementary, shall be construed liberally to
the end that all the intents theresf may be
fully and perfectly carried out.” Audrew
Johnson knows these intents, but he construes
every word with an intellect which, to gain its
end, is not ashamed to affect the most abject
and grovelling imbecility. We regret that
General Grant did mot maintain the rights
given to him by Congress, but he may yet
more clearly understand the law of which he
is the executive. He has only to assert the
constitutional powers given him by Congress,
by the law maker, to conquer for the people,
The President cannot remove or suspend Aim,
Congress, in imposing npon him the responsi-
bility of exeouting its laws, placed its invin-
cible spear in his hand, and its impenetrable
buckler on his arm.

Powers of the Gomneral of the Army
Under the Recoustruction Law.

Fromthe N, Y, World.

It has been currently, and we suppose truly,
reported for the last two days that a differencs
has arisen between President Johmnson and
General Grant, and that the General had de-
clined to issue a particular order of the Presi-
dent. General Grant seems to have become
convinced that he was wrong, and that his
authority had no snoh scope as he had hastily
been led to suppose. We have printed the
order issned by him Thursday, under the Presi-
dent's direction, w*ich virtually rescinds cer-

tain sections of the curious and dpreﬂumpmous
order by whick he promulgated the removal
of Bheridan. General Grant forbade Sheridan’s
successor to alter or revoke any of his orders:
the President causes General Hancock to be
informed by General Grant himself that he is
at full liberty to exercise all the powers con-
ferred by law on any of the District Com-
manders. Gensral Grant ordered Sheridan to
report to him in person at Washington before
going West; he now orders Sheridun, by the
command of the President, to proceed forth-
with to Fort Leavenworth, without making
any such detour.

Ag General Grant andoubtedly acted from a
sense of duty in hesitating to obey the com-
mand of the President, and from & more de-
liberate and better informed sense of daty in
finally complying, it is of some interest to
trace the grounds both of the hesitation and
the compliance. We insert the second sup-
plementary Hecongtruction bill entire, the dif-
ference of opinion being simply a question as
to its proper interpretation:—

Be 1t enncted by the Senate and Hoase of Re-
presentatives of the United Stutes of Amerloa,
iu Congress assembled, That [t 18 hereby de-
clured Lo have been Lhe true iotent and meaning
of the act of the 2d day of March, 1867, entitled,
“An aelto provide for the more efficient govern-
ment of the Rebel Stittes, " ano of the acel supple-
L tary therelo, passed on the Zid day of Mareh,
1807, thinl the goverunments then existing in the
Rebal States of Virginin, North Carolins, South
carolina, Georgia, Mississippl, Alabama, Louai-
glann, Flornda, Tesas, and Arkanas were not
legnl State governmenis, and that thersnfier
-n%u governinents, if continued, were continaed
subject in all respects Lo the military comman-
dernof the rugccuve districis, and Lo paramount
aguthority of Congress,

Section 2, And ve it further enncled, That the
commander of uny disiricl paed o said aot
shnl! have power, subjlect to the disappreval of
the General of the Army of the United Statas,
and to bave effect untll disapproved, whensver
in the opinion of such commander the proper
adininistration of said ace shall reguire if, to
saspend or 1emove rom offiee, or from the per-
formapes of official daties, and the exerclse ol
afficial powers, any officer or person holding or
exercising, or professing to hold Or exercise, sny
eivil or military affive ur duty in such district
pnder any power, electlon, appolaticeant, or
authority deérived from, or granted by, or
cistmed nnder, any so-called State, or the Gov-
ernment (bervof, or vy muanletpal or other
division thereol; nnd npon sunch suspension or
removal, sach commandor, sabject to the dis-
approval of e Gemersl aforesaid, shall have
power to provide from time 10 time [or Lhe per-
formance of the gald dutles of such officer or
person so sukpenced or removed, by the detall
of some competent officer or soldler of Lbe
army, or by the appaloiment of some other
peErson to perform the spme, and to il vacan-
clen oceasioned by death, résignation, or other-
Wike,

HSootion 3 And be 1t forther enacted, That
the General of the Armnles of the United States
ahall be tnvested with all 1he powers of sispan-
slon, removel, appolutment, and detali granisd
in the preceding weotion to Distriot Commanads-
©ers,

Seotion 4. And be iU further snacted, THAL the
#cls 0f the oMcers of the nriny alveady done In
removing in sald disiriols persons exercising
the funcllons of civil officers, and appoliatin
rthers in thelr stead, are heresoy confirimed,
Provided, That any person heretofore or here-
after appoluted by any District Commaunder o
exercise the functions of say civil office, mny
be removed elther by Lhe military oificers in
command of the district or by the General of
the Army.

Sectlon 5, And be it further coacted, That the
Boards of Registrution provided for in the aot
entitled YAn uel supplementary Lo an act enti-
tled *An actto provide for the more etfielent
qumrnmont of the Robel Siates,' passed March
4 1867, and 1o facililate restoration,” passed
ﬁmu 24, 1567, shall bave power, and it shall be
thelr duty, before allowing the registration of
any person, L0 gscertaln upon such facts or in-
formation as they can obtaln, whetbher such
person s entitled to be reglsiéred under sald
not, and tha oath required by sald aet shall not
be conelusive on such question, and no person
sball be regis un such Hoard shall de-
olde that he I8 entitled thereto; aud such Board
shall wlso have power to examine under oath

to be administéred by any member of siol
Bo.m; any one wucMnf o qualification of
any person olaiming reglatration; bal in éve
case of refumsl by the Board to anapp
canl, aud in every case of sirl his name
from ﬁu list ws herelnafier prov thw Board
shall make anote or memorandum, which stiall
be returned with the roglstration to the Com-

of & State, or for the administration of justlos,
or for the keeping of the publle peacs,

Section 7. And be Lt furtner enaoted, That the
time for completing the original istration
provided for In sald act may, !n the disoretlion
of the commander of any distriet, be extended
1o the first day of October, 1567; and Lthe boards
of registration shall have power, and it shall be
thelr duty, commencing fourlesn days prior to
any election under sald act, and opon reasonm~
ble public notice of the timo and place thereof,
to revise, for a period of five days. the reglsira-
tion lists; and, upon bcln% satistled that an

erson uot entitled thereto bas been registered,

strike the name of such person from the [ist,
and such person shall not be allowed Lo vole,
And sueh Board aball also, during the same
person, add to such registry the names of all
persons who at that Lime possess the qualifiea-
tiops required by sald aocl who have not been
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reason of any Executlve purdon or amoesty for mTENT < =

apy act or thing whbileh, without such pardon or P ATENT SHOULDER SHAH

smnesly, would disquallfy him from registra.
tlon or voling.

Section 8, And be it further enacted, That sec-
tion four of sald last named aoct sball be con-
strued to anlhorize the commanding general
pamed therein, whenever he shall deem it
needful, to remove any member of a board of
registration, and to appoint apother In his
stead, and to fill any vacancy in such board,

Seotion 9, And be it further snacted, That all
members of sald boards of registration, and all

erhons hereafier elected or appointed to ofllos

n sald military districts, under any so-oalled
State or municipal authority, or by detall or
appointment of the distriet commanders, shall
be required to take and subscoribe the oath of
oflice presceribed by law for officers of the United
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Htates,

Section 10. And be it furtber enacted, That no
district commuander or member of the board of
reglstration, or any of the oflicers or appolntees
acting under them, shail be bound in bhis nolion
gy ?ny opinion of any eivil officer of the United

Iates.

sectlon 11, And be It futher enacted, That all
tne provielons of this act, and the acts to which
this s supplementary, sball be constroed libe-
rally 1o the end that all the intents thervof
ray be fully and perfeetly carrled out,

A close reading of the context will show
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that the powers conferred on the (eneral of
the Army relate solely to the removal and ap- |
pointment of civil officers in the State Govern- |
ments, and to no other subjevt whatever. This
is so evident, on a careful reading of the act,
as to preclude elucidation. Still, questions
might arise as to the completeness of General |

The third section would seem ‘to make it
plenary, but 8 more careful examination will
show that it is limited. 'There are two kinds
of interference permitted to the General; one
supervisory over the action of the Diatriot |
Commanders, the other a direot intervention |
without their agency. The first is very
carefully limited. It consists solely in the
power to amnml ordera made by the
District Commanders. These commanders
have full power to remove any State
officers they please, to appoint whomso-
ever they please for their successors, and |
orders take effect immediately without the
approval of the General of the Army. The
authority conferred on him is not that of ap-
proval but of ‘‘disapproval;”’ that is to say,
the order goes into effect without his ap-
proval, but he can annul it afterwards if he
chooses to intervene for that purpose. He
cannot intervene to keep the orders of a Dis-
trict Commander inforce, but only to revoke
them, His direction, therefore, to General
Sheridan's suecessor not to modify any of
Sheridan’s orders was in excess of his au-

thority. The law authorives General Hancock |
(see provise to section 4) L0 remove any of

General Sheridan’s appointees he thinks fit,

and to appoint whom he thinks fit in their

place, Genersl Granot can, to be sure, alter-

warde revoke his action if go inclined; but the

law gives him no anthority to interfare bafore- |
hand to prevent it. His forbidding the re- |
vooation of Bheridan's orders was olearly
illegal, a5 he seems to be himself now con-
vineed.

With regard to the powers which General
Grant mey exercise directly and de nove in
the Military Districts, they are confined solely
to the removal of civil officers and filling the
vacaneies. He can dizplace whom he will;
appoint whom he will; and neither the Dis-
trict Commanders below bim? nor the Presi-
dent above him ¢an interfere. The reasen
wby the President cannot interfere is that
General Grant possesses this authority by law,
and the President §s a8 much boand to obey
the law ps the lowest subordinate in the
army. And, for precisely the same rea:on,
General Graot cannot forbid a Distriet Com-
mander to exercise any anthority which the
law declares he may exercise. This is why
his prohibition to mwodify Sheridan’s orders is
illngu].

The releage of the District Commanders, by
the tenth section of the aot, from cbligation to
pay any regard to mny civil oficer of the
United States as to the extent of their powers,

# for mothing as against the President,
who, besides being a civil offlver, is the Com-
mander-in-Chief of cArmy, The Distriot
Commanders wonlth 'bbligag to defer to the
opiniom of the President respecting the extent
of their powers, though mot to that of the
Judges of the Suprems Court, who are merely
oivil officers, No law can be passed abridging
the military authority of the President as
Commander-in-Chief of the Army; or if passed,
it wonld be null and bind nobody.

Whether the second seotion: of the Army

Approprintion bill is wnummmqu a point |
of

we will not now discuss; bat e sonveding |
it 1o come within the suthority ngress Lo
‘uake rules for the government of the land
and naval foroes,'! it i perfectly nugatory as
a restraint upon the military authority of the
Prosident. It requires all military orders of

Girant's anthority within this narrow sphers. '
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